
 
August 3, 2020 
 
Submitted via Electronic Mail  
 
publiccomment@kerncounty.com 
 
Attn:  
Kern County Supervisors  
Ryan Alsop, CAO 
 
Cc: 
 Kathleen Krause, krausek@kerncounty.com 
 
RE: Community Oriented Budget Recommendations 
 
Dear Kern County Supervisors and Staff: 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide public comment. Leadership Counsel for Justice and 
Accountability works in partnership with residents in disadvantaged unincorporated communities 
in Kern County including East Bakersfield, Casa Loma, Rexland Acres, Fuller Acres, and 
Lamont. On June 29, 2020 we shared with the board and county staff, residents’ priorities for the 
upcoming FY20-21 county budget, attached for your convenience.  
 
Community priorities included continued and increased funding for park and green spaces, active 
transportation infrastructure, affordable housing, and community centers. Historic 
underinvestment has resulted in and perpetuated deep inequities in access to opportunity, 
inequities which are exacerbated by the current global pandemic. The County now has an 
opportunity to course correct and allocate resources to respond to the current crisis and ensure 
communities are better prepared for the next crisis.  
 

1. Parks and Green Spaces 
Parks and green spaces contribute positively to the health and cohesion of a community. They 
provide opportunities for physical activity, community building, and access to fresh fruits and 
vegetables. There is great value in investing in green parks, spaces and infrastructure for 
community cohesion, public health, mental health and community development. The County 
must protect and increase budget allocations to meet these needs.  The  county must continue to 
allocate $125,000 per supervisorial district for park improvements in addition to actively seeking 
opportunities to increase these funds and allocating funds towards improving county 
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neighborhood parks. Along with directing general fund and other special fund revenues towards 
parks and green spaces, the County must ensure that there are dedicated staff responsible for 
actively pursuing state and federal funding.  
 
Investment in community gardens can also provide multiple benefits especially in neighborhoods 
and communities with limited access to fresh fruits and vegetables.  In particular, Lamont 
residents have shown great interest in establishing a  local community garden. Research 
demonstrates Latinos in agricultural communities have a high prevalence of food insecurity and 
are at increased risk of obesity and diabetes . Having access to a community garden would allow 1

residents to harvest their own fruits and vegetables and share with the local neighbors, in 
addition to serving as a learning opportunity for people of all ages. We ask county staff to 
explore this possibility  as a local project. Residents are willing to work towards their vision of a 
place where they can not only plant and grow food, but also bring the community and resources 
together. 
 
Lamont youth continue to advocate for improvements to their community, in particular for park 
investments to Lamont Park. To meet this need, the County must direct general fund dollars and 
dedicate county staff to pursue Prop 68 funds for better park amenities which should include a 
spray park where children from Lamont, Weedpatch, and Fuller Acres alike can have a place to 
cool off during extreme hot weather.  
 

2. Active Transportation Infrastructure 
Basic infrastructure for children, adults and elders to walk safely in their community has been 
top priority for residents in Rexland Acres for many years. Residents are encouraged to see the 
ATP Rexland Acres Sidewalk Project construction going on at the moment, which will add new 
curb, gutter, and sidewalks, along with pedestrian safety signage for a part of the community. 
However, not all of Rexland Acres will be covered under this ATP project, and therefore much 
work remains to be done. Rexland Acres residents will continue to work with the County to 
ensure necessary investments in curb, gutter and sidewalks.  
 
In addition to Rexland Acres, residents from all other communities we work alongside expressed 
the need to invest in the maintenance of signage and educational materials and programs to 
encourage active transportation options. Recommendations are the following: 

1.  Ensure bike lanes exist around all school sites where the county has jurisdiction. 

1 Moreno, Gerardo et al. “Latinos with diabetes and food insecurity in an agricultural community.” Medical care vol. 
53,5 (2015): 423-9. doi:10.1097/MLR.0000000000000348 



 
2.  Improve visibility of existing pedestrian and transportation related signage. 

a. This should include ensuring lettering is bold and the incorporation of horizontal 
lines on ground where appropriate. 

3. Increase street lighting to improve visibility during the night and therefore increase safety 
for pedestrians. 

4. Replace old and outdated signages. 
5. Apply for ATP funds, allocating SB1 dollars and directing local discretionary funds to 

increase active transportation knowledge and its benefits through educational materials 
and programs.  

6. Apply for ATP and Safe Routes to School programs and direct SB 1 and other 
discretionary general fund dollars to ensure students are able to safely walk, and bike to 
and from school in areas under the county jurisdictions, specifically surrounding areas of 
Golden Valley High School. 

 
3. Affordable Housing  

The lack of affordable housing in Kern County has been a challenge for many residents and this 
reality has been amplified by the current COVID-19 pandemic. Families have had to choose 
between paying rent or buying food, medicine, and taking a trip for a doctor’s appointment. The 
most vulnerable struggle to pay their rent or mortgage and many run the risk of  becoming 
homeless, being evicted, or obligated to live in overcrowded housing situations. Unaffordable 
housing has been and will continue to be a risk to public health if the county does not take steps 
towards addressing our housing crisis. The County needs to actively plan for and facilitate 
affordable housing development through increased investment from local, state and federal 
funding sources and policy development to support programs such as establishing an affordable 
housing trust fund, supporting first time home buyer programs, affordable housing construction 
and infrastructure investment to facilitate affordable housing development. The County should 
also ensure there is dedicated staff to actively partner with communities, community based 
organizations and affordable housing developers to apply for competitive funding programs and 
policy development and implementation. 
 
High rent burden and housing insecurity across Kern County has only been magnified by 
COVID-19. To respond to this crisis  the county must allocate CARES funds and ESG funds to 
help keep individuals and families housed and safely quarantine without putting them or others at 
risk. The county should establish a rental and utility assistance program to keep Kern residents 



 
housed and direct CARES and ESG  funds towards a rental assistance program, rather than 
utilizing these funds to offset a negative fund balance.  2

 
4. Community Centers 

Community centers are home to cultural, educational, and physical programming that help to 
revitalize communities and people of all ages. They give people a place to safely have fun, take 
pride and ownership of their community. The youth of Greenfield Walking Group continue to 
advocate for a community center that will give them and other local organizations access to hold 
meetings,workshops, trainings, events as well as serve as cooling centers. Residents envision 
community centers to be paired with existing or new green spaces to further the community’s 
health focus advocacy. We ask county staff to provide different funding resources to further this 
community priority and include residents in the process.  
 
In the proposed FY20-21 Budget there are budgetary changes to the use of CDBG funds which 
include to increase Sheriff staff in unincorporated areas of East Bakersfield . In the past we have 3

written in the Bakersfield Californian about how public safety means much more than 
lawenforcement. Investments in basic infrastructure to increase active transportation like 
streelights, sidewalks, and bike lanes is public safety. The investments to parks and green spaces, 
affordable housing, and community centers also play an important role in this definition of 
public safety. Residents want to see these priorities uplifted and supported financially by the 
county to ensure public safety in their neighborhoods. Utlizing CDBG funds to increase Sheriff 
staff is not in line with community priorities and will further the inequities in Kern County. 
 
We urge the county board and staff to review and consider our recommendations for the 
upcoming FY20-21 county budget. Investing in the above mentioned community priorities leads 
to community safety, economic and housing stability, health and quality of life and addresses 
historic disinvestment. Should you have any questions or concerns please contact Jasmene del 
Aguila at (661) 843-7677 or jdelaguila@leadershipcounsel.org. We are looking forward to 
working with you regarding these community priorities. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Jasmene del Aguila 
Policy Advocate  

2 2020-21 Preliminary Recommended Budget. County of Kern Pg.399 
3 2020-21 Preliminary Recommended Budget. County of Kern Pg.328 
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