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EDITORIALS

New jobs or good planning? Fresno can have both in
proposed industrial park

A new 110-acre industrial park is planned for this vacant land at the northwest corner of Central and Cedar
avenues in southwest Fresno. At the time this photo was taken, a new order-filling warehouse for Amazon.com
was under construction in the background. That warehouse is now operating.
TIM SHEEHAN TSHEEHAN@FRESNOBEE.COM

It took longer than it should have but the city and a group of residents finally arrived at the

BY THE FRESNO BEE EDITORIAL BOARD

   
FEBRUARY 06, 2019 09:59 AM

--

https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CLuGPosNpXLHmG8ibkwP3opDwD7vO3YNVloKdleQIwI23ARABIJjiyBtgyb7XhsijjBugAYzCgJADyAEC4AIAqAMByAMIqgT2AU_QhvsXRZeRN_00_U-aQr9DUt9aR5YIapdlViNGBL5a3W9NSKnCWKPnzUdBVc_3XBjqw9kSL5P-jprDsXX7VC5rTkb-aMltwpEnba0IiCzMmiOwnff5ecXEhbU1Otik4tz32EjQZ8VMvL8vfInVNaGqvo6L9MRzr1UkJ-63Grz08a8lIIwiNbN65ic4-KnrHpm61K_uL2NKBddPykd0X4080SJKr_1mRfGnqrOtuOEw2Po_4MrAqOIWdohBroRXPzOX4tjdRt_P1eiL_AU4eNyesrfXjKo7ckdVnFMT9k_kwVes6_y2gpgpyXulAmAyaptHozfR7uAEAaAGAoAH3L3_b6gHjs4bqAfVyRuoB6gGqAfZyxuoB8_MG6gHpr4b2AcB0ggHCIBhEAEYAbEJ68_JW0Wv7taACgPYEwI&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASEuRoG0wZQvvPfu9_s9w_qRTy8Q&sig=AOD64_3u6wdBMoDlDbZdhzBv548Mn1BKDA&client=ca-pub-3446305859157241&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&nb=2&adurl=https://learn.limeade.com/changemaker-toolkit%3Futm_campaign%3Dcm_toolkit_display_kw%26utm_medium%3Ddisplay%26utm_source%3Dgoogleads%26utm_content%3Ddisplay_audience_728x90%26utm_term%3Dbenefits%2520manager%26_bk%3Dbenefits%2520manager%26_bt%3D330338577983%26_bm%3D%26_bn%3Dd%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIsb-Wq83D4AIVyM1kCh13EQT-EAEYASAAEgIsH_D_BwE
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?reasons=AB3afGEAAAFfW1tbW251bGwsWzIsMTNdXSxbbnVsbCxudWxsLFtudWxsLG51bGwsbnVsbCwiaHR0cHM6Ly9kaXNwbGF5YWRzLWZvcm1hdHMuZ29vZ2xldXNlcmNvbnRlbnQuY29tL2Fkcy9wcmV2aWV3L2NvbnRlbnQuanM_Y2xpZW50PXd0YVx1MDAyNm9iZnVzY2F0ZWRDdXN0b21lcklkPTcwMDI5OTY0ODZcdTAwMjZjcmVhdGl2ZUlkPTMzMDMzODU3Nzk4M1x1MDAyNnZlcnNpb25JZD0wXHUwMDI2YWRHcm91cENyZWF0aXZlSWQ9MzAxNzY1OTY4MTUwXHUwMDI2aHRtbFBhcmVudElkPXByZXYtMFx1MDAyNmhlaWdodD05MFx1MDAyNndpZHRoPTcyOFx1MDAyNnNpZz1BQ2lWQl95NnlUSTVXUmhYdG15RWxwb0ZxMUlkWUQ4d2FRIl1dXV1dH2r6NOlP4FUYfBy0zAjAeJyzL1Q_wB2OerWK115yW_ImTnPN4gpKhHOpG2bDyoZT2KP1CWcWUUWU6FGlFJQ_6dD7R8EdOKVoxsvbcq322IMOduYJeNWWhzowk7kAyrfvrp6doxpkIm3yR6nswsduM_URAlO_Ux4S4gZ05UtR7Mj5i1tIIvfXV5k1FACFggpPo5YCtBT7xANFuobXwLqJ3Kq6AMesBetZ3hmWwuGVawBB6wPJTiRhmatcuaw0FEK124utypgOwK7hse9GhRyX2CwedxVft4u97N3ncpRG8umD6ZN73PcQ8tKhIuC37PmgPmH7KjudeeVOuIudtpQ7nw,R-VFVam7Ga9AcJvaTGfeng&source=display&cbt=EdAQ6_WB07EIloKdleQIELO84IoGGLaWnnAiEWxlYXJuLmxpbWVhZGUuY29tMggIBRMY9M4SFEIXY2EtcHViLTM0NDYzMDU4NTkxNTcyNDFIAFgCcAE&cv=https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/conversion/%3Fai%3DCLuGPosNpXLHmG8ibkwP3opDwD7vO3YNVloKdleQIwI23ARABIJjiyBtgyb7XhsijjBugAYzCgJADyAEC4AIAqAMByAMIqgT2AU_QhvsXRZeRN_00_U-aQr9DUt9aR5YIapdlViNGBL5a3W9NSKnCWKPnzUdBVc_3XBjqw9kSL5P-jprDsXX7VC5rTkb-aMltwpEnba0IiCzMmiOwnff5ecXEhbU1Otik4tz32EjQZ8VMvL8vfInVNaGqvo6L9MRzr1UkJ-63Grz08a8lIIwiNbN65ic4-KnrHpm61K_uL2NKBddPykd0X4080SJKr_1mRfGnqrOtuOEw2Po_4MrAqOIWdohBroRXPzOX4tjdRt_P1eiL_AU4eNyesrfXjKo7ckdVnFMT9k_kwVes6_y2gpgpyXulAmAyaptHozfR7uAEAaAGAoAH3L3_b6gHjs4bqAfVyRuoB6gGqAfZyxuoB8_MG6gHpr4b2AcB0ggHCIBhEAEYAbEJ68_JW0Wv7taACgPYEwI%26sigh%3DHANec2DGhyQ
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?reasons=AB3afGEAAAFfW1tbW251bGwsWzIsMTNdXSxbbnVsbCxudWxsLFtudWxsLG51bGwsbnVsbCwiaHR0cHM6Ly9kaXNwbGF5YWRzLWZvcm1hdHMuZ29vZ2xldXNlcmNvbnRlbnQuY29tL2Fkcy9wcmV2aWV3L2NvbnRlbnQuanM_Y2xpZW50PXd0YVx1MDAyNm9iZnVzY2F0ZWRDdXN0b21lcklkPTcwMDI5OTY0ODZcdTAwMjZjcmVhdGl2ZUlkPTMzMDMzODU3Nzk4M1x1MDAyNnZlcnNpb25JZD0wXHUwMDI2YWRHcm91cENyZWF0aXZlSWQ9MzAxNzY1OTY4MTUwXHUwMDI2aHRtbFBhcmVudElkPXByZXYtMFx1MDAyNmhlaWdodD05MFx1MDAyNndpZHRoPTcyOFx1MDAyNnNpZz1BQ2lWQl95NnlUSTVXUmhYdG15RWxwb0ZxMUlkWUQ4d2FRIl1dXV1dH2r6NOlP4FUYfBy0zAjAeJyzL1Q_wB2OerWK115yW_ImTnPN4gpKhHOpG2bDyoZT2KP1CWcWUUWU6FGlFJQ_6dD7R8EdOKVoxsvbcq322IMOduYJeNWWhzowk7kAyrfvrp6doxpkIm3yR6nswsduM_URAlO_Ux4S4gZ05UtR7Mj5i1tIIvfXV5k1FACFggpPo5YCtBT7xANFuobXwLqJ3Kq6AMesBetZ3hmWwuGVawBB6wPJTiRhmatcuaw0FEK124utypgOwK7hse9GhRyX2CwedxVft4u97N3ncpRG8umD6ZN73PcQ8tKhIuC37PmgPmH7KjudeeVOuIudtpQ7nw,R-VFVam7Ga9AcJvaTGfeng&source=display&cbt=EdAQ6_WB07EIloKdleQIELO84IoGGLaWnnAiEWxlYXJuLmxpbWVhZGUuY29tMggIBRMY9M4SFEIXY2EtcHViLTM0NDYzMDU4NTkxNTcyNDFIAFgCcAE&cv=https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/conversion/%3Fai%3DCLuGPosNpXLHmG8ibkwP3opDwD7vO3YNVloKdleQIwI23ARABIJjiyBtgyb7XhsijjBugAYzCgJADyAEC4AIAqAMByAMIqgT2AU_QhvsXRZeRN_00_U-aQr9DUt9aR5YIapdlViNGBL5a3W9NSKnCWKPnzUdBVc_3XBjqw9kSL5P-jprDsXX7VC5rTkb-aMltwpEnba0IiCzMmiOwnff5ecXEhbU1Otik4tz32EjQZ8VMvL8vfInVNaGqvo6L9MRzr1UkJ-63Grz08a8lIIwiNbN65ic4-KnrHpm61K_uL2NKBddPykd0X4080SJKr_1mRfGnqrOtuOEw2Po_4MrAqOIWdohBroRXPzOX4tjdRt_P1eiL_AU4eNyesrfXjKo7ckdVnFMT9k_kwVes6_y2gpgpyXulAmAyaptHozfR7uAEAaAGAoAH3L3_b6gHjs4bqAfVyRuoB6gGqAfZyxuoB8_MG6gHpr4b2AcB0ggHCIBhEAEYAbEJ68_JW0Wv7taACgPYEwI%26sigh%3DHANec2DGhyQ
https://www.fresnobee.com/opinion/editorials/
https://twitter.com/share?text=New+jobs+or+good+planning%3F+Fresno+can+have+both+in+proposed+industrial+park&url=https://www.fresnobee.com/opinion/editorials/article225524930.html
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://www.fresnobee.com/opinion/editorials/article225524930.html
mailto:?subject=New%20jobs%20or%20good%20planning%3F%20Fresno%20can%20have%20both%20in%20proposed%20industrial%20park&body=https://www.fresnobee.com/opinion/editorials/article225524930.html
https://www.fresnobee.com/


2/17/2019 Fresno CA industrial park needs environmental report review | The Fresno Bee

https://www.fresnobee.com/opinion/editorials/article225524930.html 2/14

Social justice advocates are concerned about
how a proposed industrial park in southwest
Fresno will affect nearby residents and a school.
Tim Sheehan tsheehan@fresnobee.com

It took longer than it should have, but the city and a group of residents finally arrived at the
right place when it comes to a proposed industrial park in southwest Fresno.

Developer Richard Caglia agreed to withdraw his proposed 2.1 million-square-foot project on
Central Avenue from city review so a full environmental impact report could be done. When
completed, the report will determine how best to ease the air, water and traffic concerns of
the people living along Central between Highways 41 and 99. Those neighbors banded
together as a group called South Central Neighbors United.

Mayor Lee Brand admits the process proved
to be a learning experience. “We need to do
it right,” Brand says of the EIR. “I’m not
going to shortcut anything on this deal ...
My posture is not to cram anything down
anybody’s throat.”

It took the South Central Neighbors suing
the city over its approval for the Caglia
project to reach this moment. The 110-acre
Caglia project is proposed just east of where
the new Ulta and Amazon fulfillment
centers have opened. Brand helped lure
those businesses to town, and their giant
warehouses have been touted by the mayor
as proof of his commitment to create new
jobs in Fresno. The Caglia development
would be more of that.

The land falls into the South Industry Priority Area, a part of town that for decades has been
targeted by the city for industrial growth. Small neighborhoods and a mobile home park were
allowed along Central years ago when the land was under county control. The land was later
annexed into the city.

Today some of those homes have failing septic systems and water wells that ran dry in the last
drought. Add all the new truck trips expected on Central with the warehouses plus associated
air pollution, and it’s not hard to see why residents would be concerned.

Also in the area are Orange Center Elementary School and several churches



2/17/2019 Fresno CA industrial park needs environmental report review | The Fresno Bee

https://www.fresnobee.com/opinion/editorials/article225524930.html 3/14

Also in the area are Orange Center Elementary School and several churches.

Adding muscle to the South Central Neighbors’ lawsuit was the state Attorney General’s
Office, which joined the litigation and now pledges to monitor the process. Then there is a
newly constituted City Council. Just elected District 3 Councilman Miguel Arias pledges to
ensure the process is conducted legally and with the interests of the residents ahead of any
companies.

Brand promises that the EIR will identify impacts and ways to limit them. Public hearings will
be held, and residents will be able to share their views, he said.

Asked if he was willing to sacrifice a neighborhood for the greater good of economic
development, Brand said: “My goal is not to sacrifice anything.”

That is welcome news to Veronica Garibay, co-director of the Leadership Counsel for Justice
and Accountability. The Fresno-based advocacy group represented the South Central
Neighbors in working with city officials.

“We hope the city will meaningfully engage community residents and there will be a fair and
transparent process in place,” she said.

It is too bad that it took a year for the city to realize a full EIR needed to be done. Brand said
city officials were relying on one completed in 2014 when Fresno’s overall master planning
guide, the general plan, was adopted. The new EIR will cost $550,000 and will be done by
year’s end, Brand said.

Having to wait on the environmental report means delaying Brand’s goal of creating new jobs
through employment at Caglia’s industrial park. Brand said the city has already talked to three
prospective tenants who would bring about 3,500 jobs. But while such hiring is valuable to
Fresno’s never-ending quest to lower unemployment, getting the project reviewed properly
and rightly addressing the impacts is also important.

That is true for another environmental review the city has started on 6,000 acres destined for
industrial development. Brand promises full public participation in addressing impacts
identified in that plan.

When it comes to good planning there can be no shortcuts It is good the mayor took that
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When it comes to good planning, there can be no shortcuts. It is good the mayor took that
lesson to heart with the Caglia project.
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